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	Much of the traditional Igbo life presented in this novel revolves around structured gender roles. Essentially all of Igbo life is gendered, from the crops that men and women grow, to characterization of crimes. In Igbo culture, women are the weaker sex, but are also endowed with qualities that make them worthy of worship, like the ability to bear children. The dominant role for women is: first, to make a pure bride for an honorable man, second, to be a submissive wife, and third to bear many children. 

I. Things Fall Apart: about the Igbo culture and Okonkwo
	A. Oppression of Women in the Novel
		1. Ezinma was the favorite and so she was treated better
		2. Chielo was able to gain independence from chains of oppression
	B. Unoka
		1. Shameful and lazy
		2. Refused to be honored by Okonkwo
	C. Ikemefuna
		1. Okonkwo kills Ikemefuna due to the oracle
		2. Ezedeu’s 16-year old son was accidentally killed by Okonkwo’s gun
		3. Okonkwo was doomed for exile, along with his family, for killing a clansman
	D. After Exile
		1. Nwoye is converted to Christianity
		2. Many men in Umuofia have converted to Christianity
		3.  Okonkwo is jailed and later kills himself.
II. A Feminist Analysis
	A. The women in the novel were suppressed regarding their roles
		1. Okonkwo does not want to be seen like his father, who is gentle like a woman
	B. Some women were respected
		1. Ezinma was respected because she was manlier than Nwoye
	C. Femininity as Negative
		1. Ekwefi was said to be cursed because she became pregnant 10 times and only one child survived
		2. Okonkwo’s father is also called Agbala meaning woman to refer to his weakness
	D. Women had obligations such as child-bearing and as educators
		1. Ekwefi was shown as nurturing her child and telling stories
	E. Women are seen as property and as weak
		1. Virgin given to Umuofia for child-bearing
III. Conclusion
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